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During these pioneer years, the local Episcopalians held their
monthly devotional services initially in private homes and at a
later date in the schoolhouse. Bishop Gray’s Diary tells us that
on

“Thursaay, November 23d [1893], we held service and |
preached in a school house in Eden in the afternoon and
at night. After service by the Archdeacon, | preached in
the parlors of the hotel in Jensen.

| must say that the mosquitoes at these two places were
something fearful. At the hotel the clerk comes out with a
palmetto whip to clear the insects off the guests before
hurrying him within the screened door. | went to bed with
my face blotched and swollen by the multitude of bites...
The great success of those who have settled here is
drawing many others, and it is a very important field to
look after.

| think lots will be given to the church in both places. "]

[1]{(Bishops Report, Second Annual Convocation, Missionary

Jurisdiction of Southern Florida, St. Paul’s, Key West, Florida,
January 18-22, 1894, p. 62-63)



