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Presiding Bishop's  

Christmas Message 2008 

 

 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it 
(John 1:5).  

 

The world settles into winter, at least in the northern hemisphere, and 

life to many seems increasingly bleak. Foreclosures, layoffs, government 
bailouts and financial failures, continuing war on two fronts, terrorist 

attacks, murders of some identified only by their faith -- this world is in 

abundant need of light. We know light that is not overcome by darkness, 

for God has come among us in human flesh. Born in poverty to a 
homeless couple, to a people long under occupation, Jesus is human and 

divine evidence that God is with us in the midst of the world's darkness. 

Emmanuel, Prince of Peace, Divine Counselor is come among us to re-

mind, re-member, and re-create. A new mind and heart is birthed in us 
as we turn to follow Jesus on the way. The body of God's creation is 

remembered and put back together in ways intended from the 

beginning. And a new creation becomes reality through Jesus' healing 

work. Christians tell the story again each Christmastide, and the telling 

and remembering invites us once again into being made whole. Our task 
in every year is to hear the story with new ears, and seeing light in the 

darkness of this season's woes, then to tell it abroad with gladsome 

hearts to those who wait in darkness. Where will you share the joyous 

tale of light in the darkness? 
The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori  

Presiding Bishop,  The Episcopal Church 
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